FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Former Cisco Systems CTO Bill Melohn Joins
TruTag Technologies as Senior Scientific Advisor
Bill Melohn, IT pioneer, brings extensive network security and systems expertise to support
development and commercialization of TruTag’s brand protection and security technology
Honolulu, Hawaii, February 21, 2012—TruTag Technologies, Inc., a leading
product authentication technology company with proprietary solutions in the
worldwide anti-counterfeiting and brand protection markets, today
announced the appointment of Bill Melohn as Senior Scientific Advisor.
Mr. Melohn spent the last 25 years immersed in the Internet and the world
of distributed systems. He most recently served as Vice President, Chief
Technology Officer of Network Systems at Cisco Systems where his team
produced over 200 patents, including work in applied cryptography, network
address translation, quality of service, keying infrastructure, secure tunneling
and configuration and many other areas. Melohn and his team were two time winners of Cisco's
Pioneer Technology Award and are one of the top engineering teams to bring innovation to Cisco's
product line.
“We are extremely pleased to have Bill Melohn join us as a Senior Scientific Advisor,” said Kent
Mansfield, President of TruTag Technologies. “Mr. Melohn’s tremendous knowledge and experience as
an innovator and pioneer in network systems and security, including his tenure as Chief Technology
Officer of Network Systems at Cisco, will be a tremendous asset to TruTag Technologies as we establish
our place in the market as a global leader in the development of advanced solutions and products for
security and brand protection.”
"Protecting pharmaceutical brands and other premium goods from counterfeiters is an enormous
problem, especially from a technical aspect," said Mr. Melohn. "TruTag’s covert edible silica microtags
represent a very new and exciting approach and I am eager to assist in its development and
commercialization."

TruTag Technologies Inc. addresses the worldwide counterfeit markets totaling over $312 billion,
including the pharmaceutical, food, and nutritional supplements counterfeit problem, estimated to
exceed $80 billion annually.
TruTag Technologies has developed a low-cost, heat-resistant, and edible silica microtag
(called TruTagTM) that can help to prevent counterfeiting, improve tracking and authentication, provide
informatics for product and component tracking through the supply chain, add efficiency to clinical
trials administration, and assure product quality in pharmaceuticals, food and beverage, medical
devices, luxury goods, electronic components, and industrial parts.
Each microtag contains a unique, custom-manufactured spectral signature chosen from a library of over
one trillion possibilities, allowing these microtags to serve as covert, “edible bar codes” that can be
associated with a wide array of product information. TruTag Technologies has offices in Honolulu, HI;
Oakland, CA; and Dallas, TX.
Prior to joining Cisco, Melohn was at Sun Microsystems, where he created the Internet Engineering
Group. Melohn has co-authored several Internet RFCs, including Requirements for Internet Hosts and
the Point to Point Protocol. He was director of Software Engineering at file server maker Auspex
Systems, and the director of network engineering at Silicon Graphics where he his team designed the
world's fastest TCP/IP-based network equipment, file servers, and web server platforms. At Flowwise
Networks, he was VP of Engineering where he led the team that designed a routing accelerator that won
numerous industry awards.
About TruTag Technologies

•
•
•

June 2011 – Winner, “Most Likely to Succeed” (Life Sciences), Launch: Silicon Valley competition
for ‘Hot’ Emerging Tech Companies Worldwide
February 2011 – Grand Prize winner, Entrepreneur Competition for Venture Ready Companies
at the Nasdaq OMX: Road to IPO conference
March 2010 – Pharmaceutical and Biotechnology Technology Innovation of the Year (North
America) by Frost & Sullivan

To learn more, please go to www.trutags.com. To read the independent research paper prepared by
Frost & Sullivan as part of the award selection process, go to http://trutags.com/news.php.
About SKAI Ventures
SKAI Ventures is a venture accelerator focused on transforming ingenious ideas into disruptive
technologies and high growth companies with global impact. SKAI Venture’s portfolio companies
include: Cellular Bioengineering, Inc./ Eyegenix, CBI Polymers, TruTag Technologies, Eye Surgery

Center of Hawaii, Endoscopy Institute of Hawaii, and The SKAI Vision Institute.
SKAI Ventures’ motto is Invent. Disrupt. Inspire. To learn more, please go
to www.skaiventures.com.
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